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i . EttNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/CA01 /01 550 


I. Basis of the report 

IJJfreSa mL^lr^"*' °' «PP"cation (Replacement sheets vvhich have been furnished to 
and a^Z aZiZ^^^ ^" fvnorer/lrt/c/e ^4 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 

and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
LiGscription, p30Gsr 


1-21 


as originally filed 


Claims, No.: 

7-13 
1-6 


as originally filed 
as received on 


14/11/2002 with letter of 


12/11/2002 


Drawings, sheets: 


1/3-3/3 


as originally filed 


^' tenmLTS 9e. all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 

language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
55^2 a3^? 55 3? furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 


□ 


^' ^ZnSZVn T ^•"'"^ ^^'^ sequence disclosed in the international application, the 

intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable fonn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form! ' 

° m^int'pmrtrnn ^i^^' ^ ^libsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

° g ha^^^^^^^ '"'^'^"^ ^""'^"'^ '^'"^ written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 1) (Jufy 1998) 


». .EftNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. PCT/C A0 1 /0 1 550 


□ the description, pages: 

□ tlie claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

^' ° L^r^siderPd ^^l^TT f ' ''^ amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

mZrtT^''^"'^"^ ^^o^mp such amendments must be referred to under item l and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 


^" Sonfand^IxTn T*'^'' ""'""^ ^'^^^ '^3^''*' *° "''^^"y- «»«P '"^"^t^^' applicability; 

Citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 

Claims 

1-13 

No: 

Claims 

NONE 

Yes: 

Claims 

1-13 

No: 

Claims 

NONE 

Yes: 

Claims 

1-13 

No: 

Claims 

NONE 


2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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^^VA^l^JiliTJ^ PRELIMfNARY International application No. PCT/CA0 1/0 1550 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The application relates to a process for the production of microcrystalline 

cellulose. None of the documents on file discloses all features of independent 
claim 1 . Thus. Art. 33(2) PCT would appear fulfilled. The closest prior art is seen 
in WO-A-99/60027 (D1). This document teaches a process for producing 
microcrystalline cellulose (MCC) by subjecting the pulp to a hydrolysis and steam 
explosion. Claim 1 differs in substance by the cooling and depressurizing of the 
pulp by mixing it to water, and then extracting the pulp from the reactor without 
vaporisation of water. D1 makes no suggestion of this cooling step with water, 
which prevents random bursting of the pulp, nor does any other of the documents 
cited. In view thereof an inventive step can be acknowledged And the 
requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT would appear fulfilled. 

2. With regard to the dependent claims 2-13, they concern preferred embodiments 
and would therefore also appear to fulfil the requirements of Art. 33(2) and Art 
33(3) PCT. 

J. For the assessment of the present claims on the question whether they are 
industrially applicable, no particular reasoning would appear necessary to give. 
The industrial application would appear to be evident (Art. 33(4) PCT). 

. When entering the national/regional (e.g. EP)-phase a) SI- units should be applied 
throughout the application; see e.g. "psi", page 1 1 , line 1 1 ; b) All cited prior art 
should be acknowledged in the description and c) The description should be 
adapted to the amended claims. Further, It is considered that step k) in claim 1 
should be denoted j) (consecutive order). 
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